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How to Read the Church 
Committee Record
The Church Committee record is not one report. It is a structured investigation whose 
hearings, books, staff studies, and recommendations answer different questions.

An empty 1970s congressional hearing room with witness microphones and folders. Original TargetedArmy editorial image 
generated for this guide.
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ORIENT THE ARCHIVE

Begin with the investigation's mandate and scope
The Senate established the Select Committee to Study Governmental Operations with Respect to 
Intelligence Activities in 1975. Chaired by Senator Frank Church, it examined intelligence activities 
across agencies and documented serious abuses, weak controls, and consequences for 
constitutional rights.
Before citing a dramatic passage, identify where it sits: a public hearing, interim report, final-report 
book, staff study, exhibit, or later Senate history. Each source has a different evidentiary role.

MAP THE VOLUMES

Use the final report as a system, not a quotation 
bank
The committee's final work included multiple books covering intelligence activities, domestic 
operations, foreign and military intelligence, and supplementary reports. A table of contents and 
index are investigative tools. They show which agency, program, legal authority, and oversight 
problem a section addresses.
Record the book, chapter, page, publication date, and issuing committee. If a PDF page number 
differs from the printed page, save both. That small discipline allows another researcher to find the 
passage without repeating your entire search.

A practical detail view supporting the article procedure.
READ TESTIMONY

Separate what a witness said from what the 
committee found
Hearing testimony preserves the words of witnesses and lawmakers at a particular moment. It can 
establish an admission, identify a dispute, or reveal what documents were available. It may also 
contain incomplete recollection, advocacy, classification limits, and claims challenged elsewhere in 
the record.
A committee finding synthesizes evidence and carries a different weight. Cite testimony as 
testimony and findings as findings. Do not turn a senator's question into an established fact or a 
witness's uncertainty into proof of concealment.

TRACE OVERSIGHT

Follow recommendations into the institutions they 
changed
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The investigation helped produce enduring oversight structures, including permanent intelligence 
committees and closer attention to legal authorities and executive controls. Research continuity 
through statutes, Senate rules, executive orders, inspector-general systems, and later oversight 
reports.
Institutional reform is not evidence that abuse became impossible. It is evidence that specific 
failures were recognized and that new controls were created. The research question then becomes 
concrete: which authority changed, who administers it, and what public record shows how it 
worked?

USE THE RECORD

Turn historical outrage into a reproducible research 
trail
Build a source table with the agency, activity, date range, primary volume, page locator, people 
named, legal issue, committee finding, and open question. Link later claims back to the closest 
primary document. Preserve uncertainty where the record is silent or incomplete.
The Church Committee offers a documented account of intelligence abuse and the need for checks 
and balances. Its power is greatest when the record is quoted accurately, contextualized, and 
connected to present questions by evidence rather than montage.
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Sources
1. The Church Committee. United States Senate 

https://www.senate.gov/about/powers-procedures/investigations/church-committee.htm

2. Intelligence Activities and the Rights of Americans, Book II. U.S. Senate Select Committee on Intelligence 
1976

https://www.intelligence.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/sites-default-files-94755-ii.pdf

Editorial Notice
TargetedArmy presents information, testimony, research, historical material, and analysis from the 
perspective of targeted individuals and this community. Some readers, institutions, or organizations may 
dispute portions of the material presented. Readers are encouraged to review the supporting materials and 
reach their own conclusions.

Published 2026-07-17 · https://targetedarmy.maxisrichards.chatgpt.site/content/archives/read-the-church-committee-record

TARGETEDARMY · How to Read the Church Committee Record  |  4 / 4

https://www.senate.gov/about/powers-procedures/investigations/church-committee.htm
https://www.senate.gov/about/powers-procedures/investigations/church-committee.htm
https://www.intelligence.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/sites-default-files-94755-ii.pdf
https://www.intelligence.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/sites-default-files-94755-ii.pdf
https://www.intelligence.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/sites-default-files-94755-ii.pdf
https://targetedarmy.maxisrichards.chatgpt.site/content/archives/read-the-church-committee-record

