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Use Patents as Research Leads, 
Not Deployment Proof
A patent can establish that an invention was described and legally claimed. It cannot, by 
itself, establish that the invention was built, purchased, deployed, or used against a 
person.

A patent research desk with line drawings, citation notebook, magnifier, and laptop. Original TargetedArmy editorial image 
generated for this guide.
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WHAT A PATENT IS

Read the document for the fact it can carry
A patent or published application is a legal and technical record. It identifies inventors, applicants 
or assignees, dates, classifications, drawings, a written description, cited references, and claims 
that define the requested or granted legal scope.
That record can establish that a particular disclosure existed by a date and that claims followed a 
documented examination process. It does not establish commercial success, operational use, 
effectiveness across every described embodiment, government procurement, or use against a 
named person.

SEARCH IN LAYERS

Move from words to classifications and citation 
networks
Begin with a concept table: function, mechanism, input, output, environment, and likely synonyms. 
Search titles and abstracts, then inspect relevant Cooperative Patent Classification codes. Use 
those classifications to find documents that use different vocabulary.
USPTO recommends reviewing backward and forward citations and expanding into non-patent 
literature. Save each query, database, date, filters, and result set. A reproducible search log 
prevents one striking document from becoming the entire research universe.

•  Publication and patent numbers
•  Priority, filing, publication, and grant dates
•  Inventors, applicants, and current assignee
•  Independent claims and relevant dependent claims
•  Cited and citing documents
•  Family members, legal status, and expiration
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A practical detail view supporting the article procedure.
READ THE CLAIMS

Separate the protected combination from the 
broad description
The specification may describe many possibilities. The claims define the legal boundaries being 
sought or granted. Start with the independent claims and identify every required element. Then 
read dependent claims for narrower combinations.
Review the prosecution history when a claim matters. Amendments, rejections, examiner 
reasoning, and applicant arguments can narrow what the final claim means. A keyword appearing 
in the description may have little connection to the granted scope.

TEST FEASIBILITY

Ask what would have to exist outside the document
List required power, range, geometry, bandwidth, materials, sensors, calibration, environmental 
controls, and safety constraints. Search for peer-reviewed demonstrations, standards, product 
documentation, regulatory filings, procurement, teardown evidence, and reproducible tests.
A patent can be a lead to an inventor, company, citation, or technical vocabulary. Deployment 
requires a different chain: a built device, validated performance, purchase or contract records, 
operational documents, credible testimony, measurements, or another direct link.

PUBLISH THE INDEX

Make every conclusion traceable
For each document, publish the stable number, title, dates, status checked date, assignee, relevant 
claims, exact source link, concise mechanism, and an evidence-boundary note. Distinguish 
application from grant and current owner from original applicant.
The responsible conclusion may be narrow: this document described a method; this claim was 
granted; this family cites earlier research; this assignee later changed. Narrow conclusions 
accumulate into a strong archive. Overclaiming turns a useful lead into a vulnerability.
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Sources
1. Patent Public Search. United States Patent and Trademark Office 

https://www.uspto.gov/patents/search/patent-public-search

2. Multi-Step U.S. Patent Search Strategy. United States Patent and Trademark Office 

https://www.uspto.gov/patents/search/patent-search-strategy

Editorial Notice
TargetedArmy presents information, testimony, research, historical material, and analysis from the 
perspective of targeted individuals and this community. Some readers, institutions, or organizations may 
dispute portions of the material presented. Readers are encouraged to review the supporting materials and 
reach their own conclusions.
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